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RARE REMBRANDT PRINTS, HISTORIC MAPS AT UM MUSEUM
MISSOULA—
Thirty-five rare prints and 40 original maps printed from wood and steel
engravings will be on view at the Montana Museum of Art & Culture at The University
of Montana from March 11 through April 29.
“Sordid and Sacred: The Beggars in Rembrandt’s Etchings” will be in the
museum’s Meloy Gallery. The 35 prints in “Sordid and Sacred,” executed by
Rembrandt between 1629 and 1654, are from the John Villarino Collection. They focus
with profound empathy on the poor and underprivileged of Rembrandt’s time.
The Missoula premiere of the exhibition, organized by Landau Traveling
Exhibitions of Los Angeles, was sponsored by Grizzly Riders International.
In addition to the traveling exhibition, MMAC will have on view in the Meloy
Gallery a Rembrandt titled “The Persian” from the museum’s Permanent Collection.
The etching, acquired by the museum through the estate of Lee Morrison, was printed
in 1632.
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“Miracles and Myths: Mapping the World from 1572 to 1921,” a survey of
maps from the collection of Missoulian Bill Caras, will be in the museum’s Paxson
Gallery.
Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-1669) exemplified the Dutch artist in the young
republic of the Netherlands: upwardly mobile, educated and entrepreneurial, while
creating artworks of quintessential Dutch themes. But Rembrandt also asserted an
individuality that transcended Dutch cultural standards.
While most Dutch artists tended to specialize in particular subject matter, his
inquisitive mind led him to explore topics beyond the norm through the mediums of
painting and printmaking.
The flexibility of etching - creating reproducible imagery by carving copper
plates with acid - allowed for artistic investigation and was an affordable means of
selling his works. Rembrandt was one of the first printmakers to extensively use the
drypoint technique in combination with etching - scratching directly into the copper
plate with a needle - to create the velvety and atmospheric line work that enhances the
drama and emotion of his prints.
He produced many prints and drawings of beggars. While beggars were
traditionally represented in art as rogues disgraced by vice, Rembrandt instead captured
their dignity as people.
Rembrandt scholar Gary Schwartz writes in his text for the exhibition, “ ...in
Rembrandt’s etchings beggars are bestowed with sanctity and individuality. It would be
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nice to think that his humane image of the poor and disabled has contributed at some
time or other in the course of history to the kinder treatment of real beggars. ”
The 40 original maps in “Miracles and Myths” chronicle Western culture’s
attempts to chart the geography of North America and the globe. The rich display
reveals stunning accuracies, persistent fantasies and historical developments in
cartography and world politics.
Featured in this exhibition of more than 40 original antique maps is a double
hemisphere map from 1587 by Rumold Mercator (Flemish) depicting the longdreamed-about Northwest Passage through the Arctic Sea, a myth repeated by
mapmakers for several hundred years. Other maps include a 1722 Delisle (French) that
shows Quivera, the Spanish explorer Coronado’s City of Gold; Teguayo, the land of
the Aztec creation myth; and Mer de V Quest, the purported but nonexistent Great Sea
of the West extending to present-day Montana.
Several maps of the American West depict California as an island. Throughout
the wide array of maps spanning 450 years, shifting geographical boundaries tell tales
of territorial disputes and imperial interests, as well as new developments in
cartography.
Many of the maps are richly hand-colored and embellished with cartouches (title
plates) and allegorical imagery.
In conjunction with the two exhibitions, three events that are free and open to
the public will be held in the museum’s Meloy Gallery.
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At 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 18, map collector Bill Caras will present a lecture
titled “Mapping the World from the Mediterranean to Montana.”
At 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 15, UM art history and art criticism Associate
Professor Valerie Hedquist will present a lecture titled “The Place of the Beggar in
Dutch Society and A rt.”
A panel discussion titled “Hunger and Poverty at Home: Current Reality in
Missoula and Montana” will be held at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 22. Panelists are Minkie
Medora, Maxine Jacobson and Aaron Brock. Valerie Hedquist will facilitate.
MM AC galleries are located in UM ’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television
Center. Museum hours are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesdays through Thursdays and 4 to
8:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Admission is free, and parking is available near the
northwest corner of the PAR/TV Center.
For more information, call MM AC at 406-243-2019 or go online to
http:/ /www.umt.edu/montanamuseum.
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NOTE TO MEDIA: Digital images of select artwork included in these exhibitions are
available upon request. Call Karen Rice, MMAC coordinator of programs and
publications, at 406-243-2019.
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